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Book Reviews

Ellis Ming-Cheung Ho, The Alliance Movement in Hong Kong: The
Historical Development of the Hong Kong Christian and Missionary
Alliance, 1949-1999 [EIEIEENEFAE: HHEEIE G ERE L
(1949-1999)1(Hong Kong: Alliance Bible Seminary, 2021), xxxi + 40
pp., HK$140, ISBN 978-988-14212-3-4 9, paperback).

Reviewer: Joseph Tse-Hei LEE
Pace University, New York, USA

Visions and contributions are roadmaps for church growth, and this
is particularly true for the Hong Kong Christian and Missionary Alliance
(hereafter the Alliance or Alliance Church), one of the most dynamic
denominations in the territory. Even though Christianity (Catholicism
and Protestantism) remains a minority in Hong Kong, making up
approximately 16 percent (1.2 million) of the population, its cultural
influence is disproportionate to its small numbers. In the Alliance’s case,
their evangelistic and educational services have exposed the non-Christian
public to the faith.

This book is derived from a PhD dissertation that Ellis Ming-Cheung
Ho defended at the Central China Normal University. Ho draws on
archival materials to investigate the continuity and development of the
Alliance Church in modern Hong Kong. The book has ten chapters. The
introduction reviews the scholarly literature on Hong Kong Christianity
and lays out the context of the Alliance’s expansion into the colony. Chapter
2 tells the forgotten story of the Alliance Christian Hostel in Kowloon
Tong, a vital children’s ministry that took care of the mission children
when their parents served in different corners of China during the 1930s
and 1940s. Chapter 3 documents the exodus of Alliance missionaries and
their Chinese staff after 1949.
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Chapters 4 to 6 reconstruct the Alliance’s extensive ministries. After
making Hong Kong their new operating center, the American Alliance
missionaries joined other denominations to serve the refugees in the
mountainous seashore of Rennie’s Mill, called Tiu Keng Leng (GH5%58) in
Cantonese, in the New Territories. Framing the relief work in the rhetoric
of Christian benevolence, the Alliance focused on equity and sustainability.
This balanced approach restored the recipients’ dignity, allowing them to
take ownership of their capacity building (chapter 4). Meanwhile, the
evangelists strove to spread the gospel to unreached peoples such as stone
miners in remote mountains, refugee children in temporary settlements,
and fishing communities in outlying islands (chapter 5). What made the
Alliance so successful was its educational outreach. The British officials
did not pass the first law requiring mandatory education for children
between the ages of six and eleven until 1971, but they welcomed the
founding of Christian “rooftop schools” on residential buildings, partly
to resist Communist indoctrination and partly to serve the flood of
refugees uprooted by political and social turmoil. Providing a safe learning
environment for children, this ministry became an integral part of the
Alliance (chapter 6). The fast-growing North Point Alliance Church and
its subsidiaries are discussed in chapter 7. These congregations initially
operated as bilingual worshipping communities, filling the spiritual and
emotional voids of a refugee society. As the Mandarin-speaking evangelists
pastored the churches, the Cantonese congregants appreciated the bonds
that tied them together in this bilingual sacred space.

Chapter 8 studies the independence of local churches during the 1980s
and 1990s. While the American missionaries offered low loan programs
to help congregations purchase their premises, the next generation of
church leaders, raised in local Cantonese schools, stepped up to forge a
new denominational identity. Chapter 9 praises the Alliance for building
community infrastructure to win converts. They provided study space for
students in public housing, managed childcare and nursing facilities, and
delivered welfare programs. The concluding chapter pulls all the themes
together and revisits the spiritual DNA of the Alliance, especially the
resolve to live out the Fourfold Gospel through proselytization and service.
The appendices contain much useful data including the lists of Alliance
churches and their subsidiaries in Hong Kong, of Alliance missionaries,
and of the related pastoral and social service agencies.
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One major strength of the book lies in its thorough analysis of the
institutional aspects of the Alliance. The careful examination of its churches,
schools, printing house, seminary, and community centers throws light on
the complexities of Christianization in Hong Kong. When the younger
generation of Cantonese pastors took over from their Mandarin-speaking
elders, they embedded pietism into the acculturing pastoral, educational,
and welfare services. Thus, the rise of a distinct Hong Kong Alliance
infrastructure has diversified the pre-1949 Chinese Christian landscape,
which had long been dominated by the mainland-based missionaries and
native church staff.

At a time when the Alliance is thriving in Hong Kong and the diaspora,
the historical, spiritual, and missiological insights gained from this book
should help younger readers to reconnect with the past and provide much
food for thought for today’s church leaders.
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